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The United Church of Canada 

3250 Bloor St. West, Suite 300 

Toronto, ON  M8X 2Y4 Canada 

 

Attn: United Church of Canada Pension Board Members 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

I am writing to offer my thanksgiving and blessings for the work you do and the care you take on my 

behalf and on behalf of all who rely upon the good and faithful management of the pension plan of the 

United Church of Canada. I know you are wise and careful stewards of our investments and retirement 

incomes. Thank you for all you do. 

I am also writing to offer my support in your deliberations around proposals passed at General Council 

42. I am aware that the Pension Board has been deeply involved in discussion and discernment around 

the issue of investments held in Goldcorp and I assume there has been a degree of similar effort with 

respect to fossil fuel investments.  

It is not my intent to recover the arguments around the proposals. I have done my own research, 

consulted folk I know to be expert in the fields and rely upon my experience as a former industrial 

worker (thirty years in mining/smelting and pulp), as a cabinet assistant in the NDP government in 

British Columbia (1998-2001) and as a minister in the United Church of Canada. I voted to support the 

proposals calling for divestment from Goldcorp and fossil fuels, and reinvestment in cooperative 

renewable energy projects.  

I did so because these are clearly the moral, ethical and faith based positions that must be taken. I did so 

knowing there might be an adverse effect on my United Church of Canada pension and I did so willing to 

bear up under that adverse effect. I believe that, on balance, my pension income is far less important 

than the lives affected by the way in which it is gained.  

I want you to know that, in acting under the advice of the proposals referenced above, you have my 

informed and willing consent. I believe each of us has a responsibility to the stewardship of creation and 

to the care and love of our neighbours. I also know there are layers and layers of complicity in 

relationships and investment decisions. My hope is that you will see my voice as one of many giving 

permission and whole-hearted support to a lens of fiduciary responsiveness that uses as its primary 

focus the care and stewardship of all our relations. 

Please let me know if there is anything I can do to further support your work in this direction. 

Shalom,  

 

Keith Simmonds 

diaconal minister 


